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Frontline: The Two Nations of Black America
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There is a growing economic divide in black America. Today, America's black middle class is the largest in its history, a triumph of the civil rights movement. However, roughly one-third of black America continues to live in poverty under conditions that are more adverse now than when Martin Luther King, Jr., was killed. Frontline correspondent and Harvard University professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., measures the success of the civil rights movement. 

Today, if you called a meeting about segregation, hardly anyone would show up, except for Louis Farrakhan and David Dukes. But if you called a meeting to talk about the money, the economics, you would have standing room only--and blacks would not be the only ones in the crowd. [Rough quote]

Eldridge Cleaver, Black Panther Party

How is the black "community" different today than it was in the 1950s and 1960s? 

What did Maulana Karenga (The Organization US) mean by the following: "People do not exist outside of community--so how do you sustain community? Sustain community so then you can have a mutually beneficial exchange with the rest of the world." [Rough quote]

What did Cornel West (Harvard University) mean by the following: ". . . erosion of community (of nurturing)." [Rough quote]

As a community development project, what are the positives about David Sykes' STRIVE program? What part of the "community" of blacks was benefiting from this program?

Even though it is often viewed as a Marxist's idea (at least within the United States), how do we as Christians deal with the "class" problem of inequality? Think of it from a community development viewpoint. 
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