Community Development and Roles Handout

Based on Internet Site: http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~comm_dev/index.html

One definition of community as related to community development:

The word community comes from the Latin root communitas which means fellowship. When a person views the word community it is easy to notice two words: common and unity. From this background information we can simply define community as a place where people come together based on similar interests.

Four (4) Roles for Community Development

Role 1: Provide a perspective on local development issues

Topics: 

· Developing community leadership; Empowering Individuals; Utilizing Volunteers; Public Issues Education; Goal Setting; Regulations; Community Needs Assessment; Grant administration; Public Finance; Organizational Structure and Behavior; Developing a Community Agenda; Emerging Management. 
Role 2: Increase the knowledge base for individuals and community decisions

Topics: 

· Environmental Issues; Recycling; Conservation; Solid Waste Management; Water Quality; Wastewater Management; Community Infrastructure; Affordable Housing; Neighborhood Revitalization; Historical Preservation; Transportation; Energy; Education; Recreation and Leisure; Childcare; Elderly Care; Health Care; Safety; Crime. 
Role 3: Develop the skills necessary to achieve individual and community goals

Topics: 

· Economic Development; Business Retention and Expansion; Business Attraction; Access to Capital; Industrial Sites and Buildings; Development Policies; Small Business Development; Downtown Development; Home Based Business; Entrepreneurship; Workforce Development; Labor Management; Wages & Benefit Assessment; Family Incomes; Marketing; Tourism; International Issues. 
Role 4: Help to shape the decision-making environment

Topics: 

· Coalition Building; Conflict Resolution; Public Ethics; Re-inventing Government; Decision-making Methods; Legal Issues; Managed Growth; Sustainable Communities; Land-use Planning; Annexation; Mergers; Rural-Urban Interface; Zoning; Agricultural Districts; Demographics; Tax Structure; Impact Analysis. 
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