ICA: Video Worksheet

America's War on Poverty: City of Promise
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The context for the war on poverty shifts dramatically after 1965. Urban rebellions provoke a sense of urgency for some, while others now see the war against poverty as hopeless. Increasingly, the media and the public equate poverty with inner city black communities. This program looks at the anger and despair of the poor and the powerless, and the anger and the frustration of the middle class at having to pay for "others" mistakes." It also examines attempts made in Newark, New Jersey, to reclaim the inner city through public/private partnerships.  

Discuss the pros and cons of the original format of funding "community action." Give examples of each (from the video). 

Pros

Cons

In the video, the former city council member stated that the state medical college and teaching hospital would be a benefit to the community----"Why were these people fighting it?" According to your textbook (Palen, 2002, pp. 67-68), reformers at the turn of the century often attempted to reform with "middle class and upper-middle class" values. Also, the textbook discusses the impact of the "urban growth machines" (Palen, 2002, pp. 87-88) on "existing' residents within a community. Discuss and compare these concepts when reviewing the ideas and actions of the Newark, New Jersey's city government.  
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