ICA: Phineas F. Bresee Worksheet

Name:                                                                            ID:  

Phineas F. Bresee: Founder of the Church of the Nazarene

He [Bresee] felt that the Methodist church had failed to follow Wesley's example of preaching the gospel to the poor. (Brickley 1960:33)

One of the main reasons Bresee gave for withdrawing from the Methodist church was his desire to make the gospel available to the poor of the city. He said, "It has been my long cherished desire to have a place in the heart of the city, which could be made a center of holy fire, and where the gospel could be preached to the poor." (Brickley 1960:153)

Church Buildings to Be Plain. Bresee had some very definite feelings in regard to expensive church buildings. . . "What must He think of His people today, spending their time and strength and the money which would feed the hungry and clothe the naked and send the gospel to the unsaved, in placing stone upon stone, building massive towers, carving forms of beauty, adding elaborate and expensive adornments, putting thousands of dollars into grand organs, and all tending necessarily to drive the poor from the portals of the so-called house of the Lord?". . . "We want places so plain that every board will say welcome to the poorest. We can get along without rich people, but not without preaching the gospel to the poor . . . Let the Church of the Nazarene be true to its commission; not great and elegant buildings; but to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, and wipe away the tears of sorrowing; and gather jewels for His diadem." (Brickley 1960:157-158)

______________________

A side note pointing out Bresee's view on education. 

"If I knew that I had but ten years to live and serve, I would take five for preparation, and do more in the remaining five than in the whole ten years." (Brickley 1960:21)

Brickley, Donald P. 1960. Man of the Morning: The Life and Work of Phineas F. Bresee. Kansas City MO: Nazarene Publishing House. 

What was Bresee's opinion about the role of the Church of the Nazarene in urban areas? 

What would his (Bresee's) opinion be about locating the church within Concentric Zones I, II, and III within the Burgess Concentric Zone Growth Hypothesis? Be specific!

How would you compare Bresee's view of the role of the church within the city and among the poor as compared to today's "actions" within the church? 

Why was Bresee concerned about the type of building used for the church? How does that compare with the average church today? Do you agree or disagree with Bresee's opinion? Why or why not?
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