Urban Paradigms Handout

Paradigms

Order



Conflict
Theoretical


Urban Human Ecology

Urban Political Economy

Foundations

Associated


Human ecology


Neo-Marxism

theories


Neoclassical economics

New-Weberiansim





Social area analysis


Critical Theory

Theorists


Ferdinand Tonnies


Karl Marx





Emile Durkheim


Frederich Engels





Georg Simmel


Max Weber (most theories

under Pluralist Paradigm)

Assumptions

Nature of the city

-Part of natural world

-Product of human

activities





-Stable and predictable

-Takes many forms





-Changes due to growth

-Changes due to

or new populations


competition

Built environment

-Spatial separation of

-Type of economic system

and urban land use

different functions




influenced by




-Relation to city center

-Profit motive





-Land values within a 

-Political power and 





Free market



government actions

Residential patterns

-Human adaptation to

-Unequal distribution of

influenced by


natural environment


resources





-Competition among

-Competition among





groups for space


groups for control of










economic resources





-Cohesion of racial


-Racial and ethnic





groups for space


discrimination by 










institutional gatekeepers

Urban social


-Size and density of 

-Values of dominant

norms



population



groups

influenced by




-Differentiation into


-Intergroup conflict





subcultures

Cities in the


-Differ from Western

-Hold low positions in a

third world


cities due to culture


world economic system





-Have potential for


-Are kept dependent by





economic development

wealthier nations

Typical Research

Projects




-Mapping of natural


-Describing urban impacts





areas (CBD, ghetto)


of economic changes





-Examining relationships

-Investigating how public





among neighborhoods

policy affects urban areas





-Identifying group


-Analyzing patterns of 





norms and patterns


investment in neighborhoods





-Tracing population


-Studying social groups that





change and stability


organize to change conditions

Based on Kleniewski 1997:38

Kleniewski, Nancy. 1997. Cities, Change, and Conflict: A Political Economy of Urban Life. Cincinnati, OH: Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
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